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WILD ANIMALS FOLLOWED TO THEIR LAIRS BY THE CAMER
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WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC
There is now in course of publication one
of the most remarkable works ever under-
taken In patural history. It differs from
stanfard publications of the kind in the
fact that its primary interest depends upon
its (Iustrations, which are reproductions of
protographs of wild animals made in their
mative haunts,

Hitherte works on natural history, no
matter how elaborate or costly, have in the
maia been {llustrated by “fake™ pictures—
that s, {llestrations of birds and animals
mads, not in the forest or Jungle, but in the
privete laboratory of the paturalist In
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 Oantery Buropesns Siret ssttied at the Cape
- of Gesl Hope the lion's rear was probably
~20 bu heard almost nightly ea the alopes of

Mediterranean Sea; nor was their range
very seriously curtailed until the spread of
European eettlements In North and South
Africa and the acquisition of firearms by
the aboriginal Inhabitants of many parts of

the country, during the latter half of the
Nineteenth Century, steadlly denuded large

areas of all wild game.

As the game vanished, the llons disap-
peared, too; for, although at first they
preyed to a Ilarge extent on the domestic
flocks and herds which gradually replaced
the wild denizens of nature, they would
have become so numercus in the sparsely
inbabited or altogether uninhablited parts of
Africa that they would first have extermin-
ated all the game on which they had been
wont to prey and would then have had to
wtarve or to have eaten one another.

But such a state of things bhas never %sen

to oocur; and wnenever Europeans
bave entered a previcusly unexplored and
uninhabited tract of country in Africa, and
have found it teeming with buffaloes, ze-
bras and entelopes, they have always found
Nons In guch districts very plentiful, in-
deed, but never in such numbers as to se-
riously diminish the abundance of the once
uninhabited plainm This practice brought
them into conflict with the white colonists
or native herdsmen, armed with weapons of
precision, before whom they rapidly suc-
cumbed,
To-day lioms are still to be found wherever
game exists In any quantity, and thelr num-
bers will be in proportion to those of the
wild animsls on which they prey.
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Naturalists Learn and Show New Features Possessed by the Kings and Queens of Jungles and Plains,
and in Doing So Meet With Some Thrilling Experiences.

The indefinite Increase of Hons must have
been checked by some unknown law of gume
upon which they depended for food.

It is easy to understand that the increase
of & herd of herbivorous anlmals would be
regulated by the amount of the food supply
avallable, as well n8 constantly checked by
the attacks of the large carnivora, such as
llone, leopards, cheetahs hyenas and wild
dogs; but T have never been able to compre-
hend what has kept within bounds the fn-
ordinate increase of llons and other carniv-
orous gnimals in countries where for ages
past they have had an abundant food sup-
ply, and at the same time having been aul-
most entirely unmolested by human belngs,
have had no enemies. Perbaps such a state
of things does not exist at the present day,
but thers are many parts of Africa where
such conditions have existed from time fm-
memorial up to within quite recent years.

Bince lions were once to be found over the
greater portion of the vast continent of
Africa, It is self-evidont that these animals
are able to accommodate themselves to
great variations of climate and surround-
ings, and I myself have met with them
close to the sea, In the hot and sultry coast
lands of Southeast Africa, on the high
plateau of Mashonaland, where at an altl-
tude of 6,000 feet abive sea level the winter
nights are cold and frosty; among the stony
hills to the east of Victoria Falls ef the
Zambes), and in the swamps of the Chobl
In the great reed beds of the latter river
& certain number of lHone appeared to live
constantly, preving en buffaloes and lechwea
antelopes. 1 often heard them roaring at
night in thess swamps, and I once saw two
blg male llons wading slowly across an open

space between two beds of reeda, In water

| nearly a foot in depth.

Although there are great individoal differ-
ences in llons, as regands size, general color
of coat, and, more particulariy, in the
length, color and profuseness of the mane
with which the males are adorned, yet as
these differences occur In every part of Af-
rlew where Hone nre met with,und sloes con-
sinnt varieties, with one fAxed vps of muane,
living by themselvey und not interbreeding
with cther varletles, do not exlst anywhers,
modern zoologists nre, I think, new agresd
thiat thers is only ons specles of llon, slnes
In any lurge eeries of wild llon sking made
in gny partlcular distedet of Africa or Asia
every gradoatlon will be found between the
finest maned specimens und those which ate
destitute of any mone at pll, Several local
races have, howsver, been recently desoribed
by German wrlters,

In the hot aund steaming coust lands of
traplcal Africa llons usually have short
mines, ond never, I believe, attaln the long
allky black mones somsiimes met with on
the high platesus of the Interlor, How-
over, there ls, 1 bellsve, no purt of Africa
where all or aven the majority of male Hons
carry heavy munes, the long halr of which
does not, ns a rule, cover more Lhan the
neck and chest, with a tag of varying
langth and thickness sxtending frem ths
back of the neck to between the shoulder
hlades,

Lions with very full, black manes, eover-
Ing the whole shotutiders, ara rare anywhers,
hut maore likely to be encountered on the
high pintesux, whera thoe winter nights are
extremely cold, than anywhera elsa. In
such cases, In additlon to tha tufts of halr
always found on the elbows and In the arm-
pitx of llons with falr sized manes, thers

just where the thighs join the belly. But I
have never yet seen the gkin of a lion shot
within the last thirty years with the whole
belly covered with long, thick hair, as may
constantly be observed In lone kept in
captivity in the menageries of FEurope

There is, however, some evidence o show
that, when llons cxisted on the high plains
of the Cupe Colony and the Orange River
Colony, where the winter nights are much
colder than in the countries further morth
where lions may still be encountered, cer-
tain individuals of the specles developed a
growth of long halr all over the belly, as
will as an extraordinary luxuriance of mane
on the neck and shoulders,

From the foregoing remarks it will be
sten that wild animals, having, as a rule,
much lesa luxuriant manes than many €x-
ampies of thelr kind to be seen in European
menageries. are onlinarily not so majestic
nnd dignified In appearance as many of
thelr caged relatives. On the other hand,
the wild lhon i85 a much more alert and
active anlmal than a menagerls specimen,
and when In good condition |s far better
built and more powerful-looking, being free
from all appenrance of lankinesg and weak-
ness In the legs, and having strong, well-
formed hindquarters.

The cyes of the menageris lion, too, look
brown and usually sieepy, while those of the
wild animal are yellow and extraordinarily
luminous, even after death. When wounded
and standing at bay, with head held low
between his shoulders, growling hoarsely
and with twitching tail. even if ho is not
near enough to be observed very closely, &
lian !noks a wvery savage and (angerous
animal; but should he be wounded [n such
A way as to admit of & near approach—par-

wiil be Iarge tufts of hair in each flank,

hapa by a shot that has paralyzed his hind-

quarters—hls flaming eyes will
throw out sparks of living fire,
Bpeaking generally, there is lttls or no
danger In meeting a llon or lions in the day-
time. Even in parts of the country where
firearms are unknown, and where the na-
tives seldom or never Interfere with them,
these animals srem to hava an Instinctiva
fear of man, and even when encountersd
at the carcoss of an animal frashly killed,
and at a time when they may be supposed
to be hungry, they will almost Invariably
retreat befora the unwelcome presence,
sometimes slowly and sulkily. but in dls-
tricts where much hunting with firenrms
has been going on at a very rapld pace.
However, I have known of two cases of
Eurcpeans mounted on  horseback having
been attacked by lions In broad daylight,
and Doctor Livingstone mentions & third.
In one of the Instances which came within
my own knowledge a lion sprang at a Boer
hunter as he was riding slowly along, car-
rying an elephant gun in his rlght hand and
followed by a string of natives on foot.
The lon attacked from the left =lde, and
with {ts right paw selzed my friend from
behind by the right side of his faca and
neck, Infllcting deep gashes with its sharp
claws, one of which cut right through his
cheek and tore cut one of his teeth. My
friend was pulled from his horee, but
clutching the loosely girthed saddle tightly
with his knees, It twisted round under the
horse’s belly before he fell to the ground.
Instead of following up its success, the lion,
probably scared by the shouting of the
Knaffirs, trotted away for a short distance,
and then turned and stood looking at the
dismounted hunter, who, never having lost
his presence of mind, Immediately shot it
dead with his heavy old muzzie-loadin- ele-
phant gun.
Besides these thres Instances of Eu-

seem  to
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ropeans wasler been Sracked In the dage
tims by lions, I have known of a certalm
number of natives having been killed in
troad daylight. Buch incidents are, how=-
ever. by no means every-day occurrences,
and, speaking generally, It may be sald that
the risk of molestation by llons In Afries
during daylight Is very small. It s by
night that lions roam abroad with stealthy
step In search of prev; and at such times
they ars often, when hungry, incredibly
bold and daring. I have known them upom
several occnsions tn enter a hunter's camp,
and, regardless of fires, to seize oxen and-
hor=es and human beings.

During the year following the first ocen-
pation of Mashopaland, In 1890, a great deal
of damage wns dene by llons, which could
not resist the attractions of the settlers’
live stock. For the first few months I kept
As accurato account as I could of the num-
ber of horses. donkeys, oxen, goats and pigs
which were killed by lions., and It soom
mountéd up to over 20 head. During the
same time several white men were alms
mauled by lons, and one unfortunate man
named Teale was dragged from beneath the
cart wherse ne was siceping, by the side of
& natlve driver, and ot once killed and
eaten. Heveral of the horses were killed
Inside rough shelters serving as stfablea.

wors killed In ono night by a singls llon-
esi. These plgs werse In & series of pens,
separated one from another, but all under
ona low, thatched roof. The ljoness forced
her way In between two poles, and appare
ently was unabls, after having =atisfled her

coming angry and
backward and forward through the pens,

& bits at the back of the head or neck

the next night by the owner of the pigs.
When UNons grow old they ars

ahbls to nunt and pull down large antalopes
or zebras=, they are driven by hunger to kill=
Ing small animals, such &% porcupines, and
even tortolses; or they may visit & native
village and catch a goat or kill a child or
woman golng for water; and, finding =
human being a very easy animnal to eatoh
and kill, an old llon which has once tasteq
human flesh will, in all probabllity, continue
to be & manenter until he Is killed.

On this subject, In his “Misslonary
Travels,”” Doctor Livingstone says: A
manecater 1s Invariably an old lon, and

when he overcomes his fear of man -se far
as to come to the village for gonts the peo-
pla remark, ‘His teeth ars worn: hs will
soon kill men. They at once acknowledgs
the necessity of Instant action, and tura out
to kill him.* It Is the promptness with
which measures ars taken by ths greater
part of the natives of Southern Africa to
put an end to any llon which may take
to eating men that prevents these animals,
as a rule, from becoming the formidabls

in parts of India.
But maneating llons In Africa are not _
InvariaBly old animals. Ope which killed
thirty-seven human beings in 158/, on the

eaters of the T=uvo River, In East Africs,
wers also apparently strong, healthy ani- _
mals, These two mancating lions caused
#uch consternation among the Indlan work-
that
the work of construction was considerably.

maln any longer in n country whers they n

were linble to be caten any night by & 53

maneating lion. Both thess llons were at:

| rallway (Mr. J. H. Patterson), but not be=t% 4
fore they had killed and devoured twenty- el [
'| eight Indian coolles and un unknown num= 77 9
-] ber of native Africans, ey 1
—_—— o 1
HIS TIME FOR SLEEP. T :
De white man say de wrather hot—
De sun, he treat me wrong! InT™
. But when de sun shine in my face "f"r )
I sleeps de whole day long! e
- ]
Dey never sees me sow or reap— « of
De sun, he put me right ter sleep! P | :
De white man hunt de cak tree shade, gz
En say, “Dis ain't no fun!" wl'ir
But heah's one pusson ain't afrald— . = A
He sleep right in de sun! : e
You never sces me'sow or reap— .’,:T
De sun, he put me rishi ter sieep! L
—Atlanta Constitution, .o
e S
UNCLE RASTUS'S PRECEPT. W
“Uncle Rastus, you say you are nearly & 7/
4 hundred years old, and I would like to know 35 =
your secret of long life.” el T
H#  “Very simple, child, very simple.” IR
“Well, what fs 1t 177,
“Don’t dle; that is all there Is of it; just “nA '§
don't die.” 0P
—— . L5 T .
WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS. ~T 3
_— i
Time, 1910—Little Boy, (rushing into moth- -0
ers room): “Oh, mother! Come quickl ~ &
There's & man downstairs playing a plane
Sp with his handsi"—3ail and Express. -

In the following vear (1861) over 100 plgs

LT

hunger, to find her way out again, and, be- A

frightened, wandered,

L

killing almost all the pligs, each one with e

i
This lloness, which had only eaten pt'.l'rt‘lnn-r”J
of two young plgs, mads her escape herm’l
daylight, but was killed with & set gim o

i o¥"

YA
lable to become maneaters. Finding thelr .
strength falllng them and being no longe? .,

pests which maneating tigers appear to be .
Wfie N
-
Majill River, to the northwest of the Vie- ' 8
toria Falla of the Zambesl, was, when at bas
last killed, found to be an animal In the :sis
prime of life, while the celebrated man- 5 :g

retarded, the heipless coolies refusing to ree T %

Inst shot by one of the engineérs op the 485F
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